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 Shorter and more predictable lead times 

 Reduction in rejects due to transit damage

 Keeping people employed

 Local support and expertise

 Keeping money and skills in Australia

 Assuring goods are made and coated in line with relevant Australian Standards

 High level of quality control

 Warranties that can be provided and policed

To All AISF Members and Industry Stakeholders,

With the current global climate, there has been many issues surrounding lead time and ability to supply from overseas. COVID19 has really shown

the need for a strong Australian manufacturing sector and a reduced dependence on direct imports. The AISF is proud to represent many outstanding

locally owned finishers and manufacturers across all states of Australia and a board of directors all with local manufacturing interests.

 

Benefits of buying local:

 

With Australian  manufacturing and Australian Standards in mind this months newsletter offers a holistic look  from metal supply to fabricator to

finisher and their quality measures. It is important to remember that if a product is not fabricated to the correct standards it is often not possible for

the coater to coat to their required standards making it important that all stages of the supply chain have a good understanding of each other’s

processes and requirements.

Stay safe and as always, feel free to contact our Secretariat, Natalie Miles if you have any questions.

Kind regards

Industry Insights
The Australasian Institute of Surface Finishing

Director's message

CONTACT:
a: Suite 1, Building 1, Level 1,

    20 Bridge Street, Pymble  NSW  2073

t +61 2 9160 4744

e: admin@aisf.org.au

w: www.aisf.org.au

Mitch Connelly

https://youtu.be/rTLXFmh80wI
http://www.aisf.org.au/


The aluminium extrusion industry has been well established in Australia since the 1930s.

However, prior to COVID, almost all supply chains heavily relied on imported components

and materials. The pandemic is exposing Australia’s reliance on other nations, which has

impacted both the reliability of obtaining the goods and the turnaround time of the

finished product.  Both of these have had a flow on affect to the manufacturing industry as

it has shown endusers of flaws in the supply chain.

Currently we have 9 aluminium extrusion manufacturers in Australia. The AISF support

and promote the benefits of maintaining an Australian focused supply chain.  Including

supporting Australian Aluminium Extruder's, the Australian Surface Finishing community

and the Australian Construction Industries.  The industry is responsible for the supply of

aluminium extrusions to fabricators and distributors for use in the manufacture of

windows and doors in commercial and residential construction, transport, marine, medical

industries, and a variety of industrial end-uses.

The employment of over 2000 people in various roles from direct manufacturing,

sales, administration and marketing positions.

The supply of raw materials to industries which span from coating & finishing products

in the local residential, automotive, marine, defence, medical & retail industries.

Aluminium extruders make a significant direct contribution to the Australian economy

through many different avenues, such as (but is not limited to):

There exists significant opportunities for local Australian manufacturers to invest in increased production to displace

imports of aluminium extrusions used in solar panel installation, windows and doors, metal fabrication and other

sectors.  While Australia may not have the capabilities to manufacture everything we want, we certainly have the

capabilities to manufacture everything we need.  Aluminium extrusions, can also be used into curtain wall window

applications which are now supplied almost exclusively by fully fabricated window importers.

We encourage all members to continue to support a Australian based supply chain and help us make Australia self

sufficient.  

All members of the AISF are within the Australian supply chain and help us

support the Australian economy.
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Aluminium Extrusion Industry
Contributions to the Australian Economy

The indirect benefits to suppliers and consumers of the Australian Aluminium extrusion industry have a flow on effect

multiplied by up to 5 times of the economic and human capital of the direct benefits.  The aluminium extrusion

industry supported by the local aluminium smelters and primarily supplies aluminium extrusions into the building and

fabrication industries.

http://www.aisf.org.au/


Member COVID-19
impact survey

Please click on the below link
to participate in our AISF

member COVID-19 impact
survey

The Australian Glass & Window Association (AGWA)  is looking to form a technical working group

representing window manufacturers and applicators of surface coatings. The purpose of the

proposed working group is to consider technical issues relevant to surface finishing of windows

and doors along with the importance of promoting training for surface finishing within the

industry. The central idea is to explore opportunities to collaborate and develop industry

recognised Technical Fact Sheet(s) on Surface Finishing addressing the key technical issues such

as auditing processes, cleaning, and installation techniques. It is envisaged the working group will

meet regularly at mutually convenient times following a ‘kick-off’ meeting which will likely be

scheduled for late September.

 

Consequently, we are seeking expressions of interest for an AISF representative to contribute to

the discussion from an applicator perspective. This is a great opportunity to get involved and I

invite you as an AISF member to represent your industry and consider joining this initiative.

 

If you have any questions or require more information, please feel free to call Nayan at AGWA 02

94982768 (ext. 408) to discuss more on this. Alternatively, you may also contact Natalie at the

AISF on 02 9160 4744.

Member Exclusive 
AGWA Coatings Committee

Are you or do you know someone
interested in the helping us change

the environmental impact of the
surface finishing industry?  

If yes contact the AISF today.  
Government Grants are available

for research and development into
ways to help improve recycling

rates. 

Recycling
Challanges
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One positive aspect of the Corona virus crisis is that International Qualicoat meetings are now being held on-line,
which enables Australia to participate where because of distance, we would not normally be able to.
 
I attended a General Meeting on 24th June and I also attended an Executive Committee meeting on 25th June. Our
Technical Manager Craig Brennan attended Technical Committee meetings on 14th May and again on 4th June.
These meetings are held in the morning European time, which is at night in Australia.
 
Highlights from the General Meeting were the approval of the annual report, the approval of accounts and the
approval of the 2021 budget. Approval was also given to changes to the QualiDeco Specification to more closely align
it with the Qualicoat Specification, as well as approving a proposal to establish Qualicoat France, to replace the
previous association who was the General Licensee in France.
Of significant relevance to Australia, the Executive Committee approved a proposal to conduct remote audits, and
also approved 27 changes to the Qualicoat Specification that were recommended by the Technical
Committee. Work is also progressing on a new Premium Qualicoat label, Qualicoat 3.0, where metal is tested prior to
coating to determine the potential for corrosion. This is a significant issue in Europe where there is a high percentage
of re-cycled aluminium used.
 
Highlights from the Technical Meetings attended by Craig Brennan were that rules for pre-anodising as a pre-
treatment are well advanced, that non chrome pre-treatment systems are now 76% of all audits carried
out in the past 12 months, the Martindale Test will replace the Bucholz Test for scratch resistance, and the Wet
Adhesion Test will be introduced for audits in 2021. A report was also received by the Technical Committee from the
Statistics Working Group, which provided information regarding the co-relation of various test results, which will
enable some tests to be further evaluated.
 
It is difficult to provide a comprehensive Qualicoat report in a newsletter such as this, as there is a huge amount of
technical information involved relating to the above. However, if you have any questions, Natalie, Craig or myself will
be happy to assist you.

The Australian Government are offering Small

Business Grants of up to $20,000 to improve their

energy efficiency.  Grants may be used for

equipment & component improvements, energy

audits, energy use & emission monitoring among

other initiatives.  

For further information, go to the Business.gov.au

website:   https://business.gov.au/Grants-and-

Programs/Energy-Efficient-Communities-Program-

Small-Business

Energy Efficient
Communities Program

Update
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By Ross Doonan, President of Qualicoat Committee, 
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Manufacturing is undergoing a dramatic transformation,

worldwide. Manufacturers are creatively diversifying their

focus across different stages of the manufacturing process,

both before and after goods are produced. As production

activities are gradually being outsourced to developing

countries offering cheap labour, more Australian

manufacturers are recognising the need to compete on

value rather than cost. Most commonly, this involves

contributing innovative products, components or services

within global supply chains (AMGC, 2020).

 

Interestingly, Australia ranks last in manufacturing self-

sufficiency among the world's developed economies, with a

new report showing the nation uses $565 billion worth of

manufacturing output annually but produces only $380

billion (Financial Review, 2020). It is the right time for

Australia to develop a comprehensive plan for the

manufacturing sector, not just in the traditional sense,

however one that 'reimagines' what the sector looks like

now and for the future. 

 

One such approach is the increased adoption and use of off-

site fabrication and on-site integration for construction,

otherwise known as prefabrication or prefab. New supply

pathways to construction represent a significant 'local

manufacturing' opportunity. With international supply

chains tested during the current pandemic, it is incumbent

upon localised manufacturers and processes of material to

drive a change. All that is needed is a change in mindset

from ‘traditional thinking’ (companies working

independently in the supply chain) to a ‘modern methods’

paradigm (integration,

collaboration and considered approaches  to delivering

value to customers). 

Prefab provides a platform for the construction sector to

embrace a range of advanced manufacturing capabilities.

Initiated by the Minister for Industry, Science and

Technology, The Hon. Karen Andrews, the launch of the

Prefab Innovation Hub (Hub) will support the development

and growth of prefab in Australia, creating a platform for a

globally competitive industry and thousands of new jobs.

Enhancing our Local
Manufacturing Capabilities: 

The Role of Prefab Construction
By Paul Kremer, General Manager, Australian Aluminium Finishing, Victoria

Growth of the manufactured building ecosystem

Increased consideration of prefab as a low-risk and

cost-effective option by government agencies

Increased number of prefab-specific government

procurement programs, leading to substantial

jobs growth

Increased value of prefab contracts nationally, and in all

States

Increased diversity of prefab building applications

sought by government agencies

Pathways to scale through a variety of affordable

housing programs around Australia

An education program for government

procurement officers.

Specific outcomes from the Hub include:

To register to be part of the Hub or the Advanced

Manufacturing Growth Centre (AMGC) join here:

www.amgc.org.au/join

https://www.amgc.org.au/join/


Buy quality

By purchasing an Australian
manufactured product, your product

is meeting the relevant Australian
Standards in place to ensure the
quality of your product meets our

harsh Australian conditions.

To support 
each other

Supporting Australian businesses,
means supporting Australian workers.  
Keeping Aussies in work strengthens

our workforce. 

To becoming a
self sufficient

nation
Keeping our manufacturing industries

alive in Australia is a step towards
becoming a self sufficient nation.

You get what you pay for

Cheap imports often don't withstand the Australian
conditions.  By buying Australian your manufacturer can

have a greater understanding on your products final
destination, by understanding these conditions your product

will last longer and meet your needs.

To support our
economy

Making the decision to support an
Australian manufacturing business,

you are making a conscious choice to
help support and lift up the

Australian economy.

5 REASONS TO BUY
AUSTRALIAN MADE

Find a member of the AISF today to talk about your
manufacturing needs.

www.aisf.org.au


