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Bill Wyllie

To All AISF Members and Industry Stakeholders

I would firstly like to introduce myself having been elected to the position of National President

of our Institute in December 2019. While it is a position, I also occupied some 20 years ago, and

probably time to move on as opposed to move in I am pleased to be part of the renaissance of

our Institute and continue the rebuilding process started last year. In my long association with

the AISF, it is now better resourced to support our member’s needs and represent our industry

than ever before.

Firstly, our full-time Secretariat offices are now based within the AGWA offices (formally the

Australian Windows and the Glass Associations). Natalie Miles is doing an outstanding job and

was recruited and recommended to us by AGWA. With that guidance we also have a fresh new

AISF Constitution to provide the right structure for us to service our regional and national

member base.

 

The AISF represents a large quantity of industry participants and with a diverse range of

finishes. As outlined on our website, there are numerous and various reasons for our finishing

industry to have a strong supportive association.

I advise your previous AISF Directors have maintained their roles. Peter Mallios will now

concentrate on updating the Australian Powder Coating Standards and draw on the resources

of AGWA in negotiating in this complex area. Chris Sweetman, Treasurer, and continues with

developing powder coating training. Your AISF Directors are also now well represented by

some of our major suppliers of powder manufacturers. I am delighted to advise your new

Directors, Tony Leard and Eli Atallah represent the most senior management of Dulux and Akzo

Nobel in this region respectively. We are also delighted Mitch Connelly from Australian

Chemicals & Coatings (AusChem) has also joined the Board and we would welcome other

Chemical and other suppliers to participate.  It is highly commendable that these most senior

industry executives desire to participate and allocate time for our association and communicate

and exchange information.

In terms of Anodising, in discussion with the AAC (USA anodisers Council) they have offered an

affiliation with the AISF and with special privileges to AISF members to consider. They wish to

spread their investment in web-based training programmes and other conference material

which we will communicate shortly. The Electroplaters are also developing a representation on

a national basis. 

For Powder Coating, the Australian industry has an incredibly proud history. With a great

range of locally developed powders to suit our environment, and with the number of applicators

growing at a faster rate than in many other parts of the world. 

With new technology and with professional secretariat support via AGWA, the AISF is now

well poised to improve our methods of communication and participation in our industry.

However, for this great representation and initiatives referred above, the larger the AISF

membership, the more effective it will be. For those who have not re-joined/joined the AISF, the

opportunity is available now to get behind this new initiative. For the equivalent of the cost of a

few boxes of powder, I believe every surface finisher in Australia would benefit from being a

proud member of our industry association in 2020.  And under our new structure, for those with

some available time, there will be many roles to fill.

Natalie Miles is pleased to send out membership information packs or to discuss your individual

needs.
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Industry News:
Australasian Institute of Surface Finishing is

offering a bushfire assistance program. 

 Further information is available on page 2 of

this newsletter.

Paint Expo, Germany 21- 24 April 2020.

Karlsruhe Exhibition Centre.

www.paintexpo.com

Upcoming Events:
AISF Introduction to Powder Coating

training, Melbourne VIC 25- 26 March 2020.

in Melbourne, Victoria

www.aisf.org.au/RegisterTraining

Bushfire ratings, how to better understand

which BAL ratings will apply to re-building

Australia

To quote others: "By merging many individual voices into a

single greater voice, the AISF can accomplish things that

individual companies could never dream of."

Coatings Expo, Vietnam 17- 19 June 2020, 

SECC, Ho Chi Minh City.

www.coatings-vietnam.com



Our community is here to offer
assistance to bushfire affected

businesses in the Surface
Finishing Industry

As a member run Institute, the Australasian Institute of Surface Finishing (AISF) pride ourselves on

our community spirit.  

 

We are aware that there may be members of our greater Surface Finishing community suffering with

the national bush fire crisis, which is currently greatly impacting the Australian community.  We

would like to open our arms to assist any surface finishing companies whom are impacted by these

emergencies.  We invite any affected companies, whether they be members of the AISF or not, to

please contact us.  We have an extensive member network and would like to assist in any ways we

can to keeping your businesses running.  At the end of this crisis, we would like to ensure all business

have the chance to quickly get back to “Business as usual”.  

 

Please contact Natalie Miles, Secretariat on 02 9160 4744 to register for assistance

 



The region the property is based;

The environmental factors surrounding the property e.g. the type of vegetation;

The distance of the individual vegetation types to the home; and

Slope of the property.

BAL Low:      No significant risk

BAL 12.5:     Ember risk

BAL 19:         Increased heat flux, and possibility of debris igniting due to increased embers

BAL 29:         Increased heat flux, burning debris and risk to building integrity

BAL 40:         Increased exposure to flames

BAL FZ:         Direct contact with flames

 

The Australian Standard (AS) 3959 segregates bushfire prone areas into 6 defined bushfire attack

levels (BAL).  Each distinctive BAL is determined by consideration of a number of key factors which

may include:

Once assessed, the property will be assigned an appropriate BAL level:

There are many components which determine whether the complete system can withstand the

applicable BAL levels, and not one component is assessed individually.  Although many surface

finishers may not be directly involved with the design process or are only finishing a certain

component of a completed system, it is helpful to understand and help your customers understand

how the BAL rating systems could affect the overall price and sustainability of the products. 

For further information on AS3959, you can purchase the standard directly from the Standards

Australia webstore: www.standards.org.au.

Understanding the BAL rating systems

Australia is on fire,
what next?
Unless you have been enjoying an overseas holiday or have been living with your head in the sand,

you will have noticed that Australia is literally burning up.  But what does that mean for the surface

finishing industry?   

We have a fairly big job ahead of us to play our part with helping the nation build a better, sustainable

and fire protected structures.  Many people have lost and continue to lose their homes and

businesses in the ongoing bushfire crisis.  With our population booming, and more people seeking a

"tree change" in the wake of these emergency times, many people will be looking for ways to protect

themselves and their families with adequately designed structures to stand up to Australia's tough

environments.  That is where the BAL rating systems come into effect.



 annual service of gas trains and burner clean out
 fork lift and crane servicing
 lubricating fan bearings
 checking and lubricating conveyor components
 checking bag housings and dust collector filters
 cleaning out rinse tanks
 servicing powder coating guns and recipricators
 checking and lubricating trolley wheels
 inspecting oven door hinges and seals
 disposal of Prescribed Industrial Waste piles
 vacuum out ovens

If you are looking for a New Year's Resolution that will make money, the new year is a great time to
consider committing to doing regular maintenance. The down time during the summer break is a good
opportunity to do maintenance. As per most businesses, we only think of maintenance when things stop
or break. When this occurs, it is no longer maintenance but a breakdown. Equipment breakdowns cost
money - big time. In our industry, with the ever present time pressures, we often find that real
maintenance is only undertaken when the shop is quiet. The problem is that this is not planned and often
still leads to equipment failure. 

Each business, no matter how small, should have a list of maintenance to undertake over the summer
break. Often involving staff in the activity gives them the opportunity to learn more about the equipment
they use and hence more "buy in" on the shop floor leading to better morale and keener staff involvement.
One idea is to have a white board in the factory  for staff to write down maintenance items as and when it
is thought of.  This is a very simple way of starting a maintenance program.

Key items to be considered in a powder coating plant are:

On a final note, if you are familiar with the powder coating terminology of a "quick clean" or "total clean"
for a colour change, then the New Year is a fabulous opportunity to have a "total clean plus" to remove
unused items from the factory floor.
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New Year, new opportunities
Chris Sweetman, Director AISF & Multicoat, 
Offering some ideas for a great start to 2020.

Happy New Year
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Introduction to
Powder Coating

Topics covered:
Introduction to Powder Coating
Substrates
Science for Coasters
Environment
Quotation for Powder Coating
Chemical Safety Introduction
Hanging
Pre-treatment, Rinse and Dry
Powder Booths and Recovery Systems
Powder Technology and Manufacture
Powder Coating Application
Powder Curing
Inspection, Checking and Testing Systems
Plant tours

Fees: 
             AISF Members:   $770 (inc GST)
             Non-Members:   $990 (inc GST)

25th - 26th March 2020

Contact us to secure your place today.  
Places are strictly limited to 10 participants.

training@aisf.org.au or 02 9160 4744



8th World’s Leading Trade Fair for Industrial Coating Technologies in Karlsruhe  (Germany)
from 21 to 24 April 2020
Trend-Setting Solutions for Sustainable Painting Processes
 
Oberboihingen – Digitalisation, individualisation and climate protection are megatrends which represent challenges for coating job-
shops and companies with in-house painting operations. With roughly 500 exhibitors already registered at the end of December 2019,
the upcoming PaintExpo will offer a globally unparalleled range of solutions from the 21st through the 24th of April, 2020. The
exhibition portfolio of the world’s leading trade fair for industrial coating technologies covers all process sequences for liquid and UV
painting, as well as powder coating and coil coating.
 
Improve quality, productivity and sustainability, enhance efficiency and react extremely flexibly to different batch sizes and design
requirements.  Companies with in-house painting operations specialised in vehicle manufacturing, capital goods and consumer goods
production, architectural applications and all other industry sectors are facing these challenges – regardless of whether components
made of metals, plastics, wood and wooden materials, glass, composites or other materials need to be painted or coated.

PaintExpo is the world’s only information and procurement platform for industrial painting technology that covers this broad range of
applications and tasks. This is confirmed by a glance at the exhibitor list of the world’s leading trade fair, for whose 8th edition from 21
to 24 April 2020 roughly 500 companies from 26 countries had already booked their booth floor space at the end of December 2019.
With approximately 16,000 square metres of net exhibition floor space, they’ve already reserved more than all of the exhibition floor
space occupied at the event in 2018. The industry sector’s global players will be on hand, as will its innovative small and mid-sized
companies. “This makes it possible for job-shop coaters and visitors from companies with in-house coating operations to gather
comprehensive information about the most up-to-date developments and trends in all areas of industrial coating technology,” explains
Jürgen Haußmann, managing director of event promoters FairFair GmbH.
 
Focus on Automation and Digitalisation
“Attention will of course also be focused on automation and digitalisation solutions for painting processes at the upcoming PaintExpo.
In the meantime, it’s no longer just a question of automating individual coating steps, but rather of networking the process chain,”
continues Jürgen Haußmann. Amongst other solutions, multi-axis robots specially designed for the coating industry and robot painting
cells for liquid painting and powder coating will be presented, which combine the high quality and reproducibility of robotic painting
with a flexible and cost-effective solution that also makes it possible for mid-sized and smaller companies to get started with
automated painting. In the meantime, efficient solutions for offline programming of robot motion sequences are also available in
addition to programs for manual teach-in. The required application technology is adapted to the respective project. New spray gun
controllers assure very precise application. All painting parameters can be easily accessed and adjusted very accurately – in some cases
even from a smartphone or a tablet. This also helps to limit material consumption and thus reduce operating costs. Further functions
which can be effectively automated and rendered more efficient with regard to material consumption by means of new developments
include paint preparation and conveyance, as well as dosing and colour changeovers. PaintExpo exhibitors will also present innovative
solutions which make it possible for the operating companies to integrate their MES systems in order to implement automated
monitoring of process parameters such as paint quantities, temperature and process air, right on up to spray jet monitoring, and to log
and evaluate the resulting data. Quality control systems for the coated surfaces can also be integrated into the process. If a defect is
detected, it’s repairs by means of automated grinding and polishing is made possible by another new development.
 
Individualisation with Reduced or No Overspray
As a result of the trend towards greater individualisation, demand for multicolour coatings is continuously on the rise. The goal is to be
able to apply coatings without any masking at all, or with significantly reduced masking work and less overspray. In addition to new
developments for faster and easier masking, the use of electrostatic application systems, which inherently cause less overspray, is
making its contribution in this regard as well. A new application solution which functions entirely without overspray is now being used in
series production for two-tone vehicle roof painting. PaintExpo’s complete exhibition programme covers coating equipment for liquid,
powder, UV, immersion and coil processes, paints and enamels for all processes, application systems, spray guns and atomisers,
automation and conveyor technology, cleaning and pre-treatment, drying and curing, environmental technology, pneumatics,
compressed air supply and exhaust purification, water treatment, recycling and disposal, accessories, masking, measuring and test
technology, quality assurance, identification, paint stripping, job-shop coating, services and technical literature. 

Further information, the entire exhibition portfolio and a preliminary exhibitor list can be accessed at: 

PRESS RELEASE  4th December 2019

www.paintexpo.com

http://www.paintexpo.com/


Director's name:   Bill Wyllie

Company name (that you are employed by): Australian Aluminium Finishing (AAF)

Representing region: New South Wales, Victoria, Queensland, Anodising & Powder Coating

What persuaded you to become a Director: AAF is keen to see the work that has been done to re-establish the AISF continue, and I accepted the
nomination on that basis. We believe it so important to have an Industry Association for many reasons. These include training programmes,
participation in the redrafting of relevant Australian Standards, quality accreditation compliance and technical information and resources. On a
more general basis, an Association is needed as a voice for our industry with the many challenges and
changes that emerge through government regulations and the environment in which we operate. Finally the great pleasure from friendships made
with others who proudly serve our industry.

When did your appointment as a Director commence: Current service commenced December 2019, Previous service duration in the late nineties,
and subsequently led AISF Qualicoat Division for many years.

Main areas of interest (professionally): Apart from my particular interest in sailing!, I think the finishing industry provides many interesting
challenges. It is a pleasure to participant in the development of new finishing technologies as well as the many new types of finishes that have
been created and developed to suit Australian conditions and specific design needs.

What policies/ changes would you most like to tackle as a Director: Most are aware that membership of AISF had fallen significantly through a
lack of Secretariat support and a need to restructure. Those issues have now been addressed and within our new framework I would like to
facilitate a return of the many talented industry members, and encourage newer members, to contribute and be part of our important Institute.

Tell us about the project one you learnt the most from: The most satisfying experiences are often learned from others, and I think over the years
involvement in  industry conferences, and associating with others in our industry, always provides great insight into the important role our industry
plays in the economy in general.

What would you like to be your legacy as a Director of the AISF: To play a role in the re-establishment of the AISF and to also assist its growth in
reshaping to suit our continually changing environment as we start the new decade.

Member Spotlight
Let's get to know our newly elected President - Bill Wyllie
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